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Get the Tax Credits You Deserve! 

Did you know that many families are eligible for val-

uable tax credits every year? Whether or not you owe 

any income tax, you could get thousands of dollars in 

tax benefits. To get these credits, you MUST file a 

tax return.  FREE tax preparation and e-filing ser-

vices for low-to-moderate-income residents are avail-

able. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) free 

tax preparation services at Norwalk Community 

College, 188 Richard Ave. W135, Norwalk CT  

06854 starting Saturday January 25, 2014 through 

April 12, 2014.  Thursdays 6:00PM – 9:00 PM; Sat-

urdays 10:00AM – 3:30PM.  No appointment neces-

sary!  Tax refunds filed electronically will be re-

ceived quicker than filing by paper!   

Changes In Certain Social Security Services  

Begin In February 
To meet the increasing demands 

the Social Security Department 

needed to make changes to how 

they provide services.  Social 

Security will no longer provide 

benefit verification letters in 

their offices. Residents will still 

be able to get an instant letter 

online with a personal my Social 

Security account or you may call their toll-free to request 

a letter by mail.  Also, to protect the integrity of the Social 

Security number and prevent fraud, they will discontinue 

providing Social Security number printouts. If you need 

proof of your Social Security number and you do not have 

your Social Security card, you will need to request a re-

placement Social Security card by completing the Appli-

cation for a Social Security Card (Form SS-5) and provid-

ing the required documentation.  A wealth of information 

and online service options are available on their website at 

www.socialsecurity.gov or call our toll-free number, 1-

800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) 

NHF College Recipients Meet With  Fairfield 

County Community Foundation Board  

19 NHF current and graduated college 

students met for lunch with 18 board 

and staff members from Fairfield 

County Community Foundation 

(FCCF) at the Roodner Court Learn-

ing Center on January 9th, to discuss 

obstacles facing students attending 

college.  FCCF, a strong supporter of 

the NHF Scholarship Program, wanted 

to learn more about the students to 

better address needs of future college 

bound students.  Students and Board 

Members were mixed together for an 

informal discussion over lunch.  After 

which, Harry Carey, NHF Scholarship 

Committee Chairman, moderated a 

discussion.  An insightful discussion 

was had and students mentioned that 

the NHF Program has helped them, 

guiding them on steps to take to 

achieve the best education they can at 

their schools.  FCCF President and 

CEO, Juanita James and NHA Execu-

tive Director, Curtis Law agreed that the knowledge 

gained from the luncheon will positively impact future 

college bound students.  

New West Avenue Apartments Available... 

The Residences at Waypointe, 515 West Avenue, Norwalk is accepting applications until 

6pm on February 22, 2014.  These beautiful apartments are offered in 1, 2 and 3 bedroom 

units with a state of the art fitness center, outdoor swimming pool, game room, cinema, 

billiards and landscaped dog park.  For an application form, information on income limits 

and rental fees, please contact Heidi at 203-604-0593 ext. 813.  

NHA Selected As Head Start Grantee 
Norwalk Housing Authority is so excited to have 

been selected as the new Head Start grantee for Nor-

walk!  For those who are not familiar with the educa-

tional arm of Norwalk Housing Authority, we offer 

superb academically based after school and vacation 

programming for 200 students each day that began in 

1997.  Norwalk Housing Authority is the first non-

school recipient of a State Department of Education 

reading grant that has terrific outcomes improving 

students reading ability, a cornerstone of school suc-

cess. This is in its seventh year.  NHA has received 

regional and national awards for its educational pro-

grams.  We have partnered with outstanding pre-

school experts: Norwalk Community College runs a 

preschool lab school and an Early Childhood Teach-

ers program; Literacy How researches how children 

learn to read and teaches teachers how to teach read-

ing so that ALL children learn; and Stepping Stones 

Museum for Children has begun an Early Literacy 

and Learning Initiative (ELLI) laboratory preschool 

at the museum. We will bring this same dedication 

and commitment to educational excellence for chil-

dren to Head Start!  As we begin to operate Nor-

walk's Head Start we want you to know that all the 

decisions made with all of our partners including 

you, the parents will be based on what will help a 

child learn, grow and be Kindergarten ready to suc-

cessfully launch in school.   

Juanita James  

Harry Carey 



Employment Tip of the Month:         

Check Your Credit History 

Perspective employers are increasingly checking ap-

plicant credit histories.  Employers use credit reports 

to assess an applicant’s character and financial stabil-

ity.  Employers can, with your permission, check your 

credit history as part of the job application process.  

Red flags to employers may include: liens, 100% 

credit utilization, bankruptcy/foreclosure, recent late 

fees, or several new accounts /closing of accounts. If 

you know you might have credit issues, it’s best to be 

forthcoming and explain these issues to your perspec-

tive employer.  Be proactive – you are entitled to a 

FREE credit report once a year from each of three ma-

jor credit reporting agencies (Equifax, TransUnion 

and Experian).  You can order a free copy of your 

credit report by calling 877-322-8228 or visiting 

www.annualcreditreport.com.  (Be careful – many 

websites, including freecreditreport.com, falsely ad-

vertise “FREE” credit reports in reality are NOT free 

and charge a service or subscription fee).  Check your 

credit report and formally dispute any errors. 

UPCOMING CAREER & JOB FAIRS 

Attention Junior High and High 

School Students! 

Carver Center will be hosting its 

Annual Youth Career Fair January 

30th, 4 – 6PM.  Area professionals 

will be doing hands on presentations about different 

professions, and students are encouraged to ask ques-

tions.  The Carver Center is located at 7 Academy 

Street, Norwalk CT.  NHA junior high and high 

school students are encouraged and welcome to at-

tend.  

 

HOUSATONIC CAREER FAIR 

LOCATION:  Housatonic Community College, 900 

Lafayette Blvd., Bridgeport CT   

DATE:  January 31, 2014 

TIME:  10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

 

GOODWILL CAREER FAIR 

LOCATION:  Goodwill Headquarters, 165 Ocean 

Terrace, Bridgeport, CT  06605 

DATE:  Monday, February 3, 2014 

TIME:  11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Register TODAY! 

 Visit www.gwct.org/career-fairs 

Visit http://tiny.cc/gwcareers 

Call (203) 582-5040 

Some employers include:  Adecco, Big Y, Dolce Ho-

tels & Resorts, The Workplace, Lowes, Old Navy, 

and many more! 

 

18th Annual Community Career Fair 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 

Time:   9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Webster Bank Arena Concourse 

600 Main Street, Bridgeport, CT 

06604 

The region’s largest Community 

Career Fair will celebrate its 18th 

anniversary in 2014 with a new 

venue and more options than ever for employers and 

jobseekers. Last year more than 2,400 jobseekers and 

60 employers took part. 

The event is sponsored by Career Resources Inc. 

(CRI), in conjunction with the State of Connecticut 

Department of Labor, The WorkPlace, Housatonic 

Community College and the Webster Bank Arena.  

 

Public transportation can be used to travel to and 

from these events. 

Employment Opportunities! 

Family and Children’s Agency, Norwalk seeks 

C.N.A’s and HHA’s 

Certified Nursing Assistants (C.N.A.) or Home 

Health Aides (HHA) who drive looking for employ-

ment in these fields, call Nicole at (203) 523-5146. 

 

Fairfield CT current opportunities: 

Overnight Freight (PT), availability re-

quirements:  8:30PM – 6:30AM, may be 

required to work weekends..  Cashier 

(PT), may have to work nights and 

weekends.  To apply:  www.careers.homedepot.com, 

or call 1-866-698-4347. 

WEATHER CLOSINGS 

Check Cablevision News Channel 12 for any 

weather  related school closings!  

When the schools are closed, the 

Learning Centers and the Senior Din-

ner Program are closed also. 

The Medical Mobile Bus Is Rolling Into 

Your Neighborhood! 

The Norwalk Community Health Center’s Health 

On Wheels (H.O.W.) Medical Mobile Bus offers 

excellent Medical, Behavioral and Dental Services.  

Their Mobile Bus specializes in Adult Medicine, 

Pediatric Medicine, Women’s Health services AND 

Connecticut’s Access Health CT Enrollment assis-

tance.  They provide “onsite” financial help and lab 

services.  Their staff is multilingual and offers 

“same day” appointments for illness.  For more in-

formation, please call (203) 810-9287 OR stop by to 

schedule an appointment! 

SCHEDULE: 

Colonial Village 1st & 3rd Tuesday 

   12:30 pm-4:30 pm 

Washington Village 2nd & 4th Tuesday 

   12:30 pm-4:30 pm 

Roodner Court  Monday and Friday     

   1:30 pm-4:30 pm 

http://www.annualcreditreport.com
http://www.gwct.org/career-fairs
http://tiny.cc/gwcareers


Personal Finance and Professional  

Development Seminar 

Women’s Business Development Council (WBDC) is 

the leader of Entrepreneurial and Financial Training for 

women in CT. WBDC assists clients with gaining con-

trol of their personal finances and preparing to re-enter 

the workplace. Come out on February 25th, 2:00 PM – 

3:30 PM, at Leroy Downs Community Room, 26 Mon-

roe St.  To learn more about WBDC.  Pre-registration 

is required.  For more information or to register, call 

Lisa Roger at 203-838-8471 ext. 188 or Guillermo 

Bendana at extension 135. 

THINKING ABOUT COLLEGE? 

LET US HELP YOU GET READY! 

SAT Prep • College Application Assistance • Fi-

nancial Aid Overview 

Where: Norwalk High School 

  55 County St., Norwalk, CT  

When:  February 6th – May 1st, 2014 

  Monday & Thursday Nights,  

  5:30 – 8:30 PM 

Students will be registered for the May 3, 2014 

SAT   

Info/Apply: More info can be found here: 

www.letsgetready.org/programs/norwalk 

Follow this link to apply:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/

NorwalkStudentSP2014 

If you need transportation or help registering, 

please contact: Transportation Coordinator, Enaja-

sha Samuel at esamuel@norwalkha.org or 

203.810.7308. 

Did you forget how cold and frigid this past New Year’s 

Eve was?  Well, despite the weather, many students at-

tended the center and managed to cook a super tasty pot 

of chicken noodle soup. The students decided to share the 

soup with the residents and at noon, the students carried 

their pot of chicken noodle to the first floor and handed 

out bowls of soup. Anissa Borno and Clyfford Simeon, 

shown above took pleasure in the residents’ openness to 

share their appreciation for their act of kindness. Studies 

have shown that students who participate in service 

learning opportunities have higher test scores, increased 

sense of self-worth, self-efficacy and social competency. 

Hum..Umm..Good!   

Art Rules At Washington Village  

Students at the Washington Village Learning Center 

were asked to draw an animal that best describe their 

personality. Students created pictures of tigers, fish-

es and bears to express how intelligent, brave, smart, 

and fun they are.  This activity was a great way for 

the new art instructor Mr. Tom to become familiar 

with Washington Village Learning Center students. 

We are looking forward to a fun, creative, and edu-

cational Art program this year. 

Students Angelic Drayton-Roman 5th grade and Samira Velez 

5th grade let their creative juices flow during a recent art pro-

ject.  

Second grade student, Jahzaiah Simms is an up and com-

ing Meadow Gardens Math Whiz! Jahzaiah is Meadow 

Gardens’ Most Improved Vmath student. He has put forth 

great effort at completing his daily Vmath lessons. Jahzai-

ah is focused and always striving to do better. We were 

very proud of him, when he scored a whopping 85% on 

the completion of his math module. He was very excited 

to see his scores improve. Along with his scores rising 

higher and higher, he has built up a great deal of confi-

dence. Often times, during his free time he is playing math 

games and offering to help other students with their math 

assignments. Jahzaiah, NHA is very PROUD of YOU!! 

Meadow Gardens Math Whiz 

Come enjoy Colonial Village Learning 

Center’s annual celebration of Black 

History Month at Colonial Village 

Learning Center on Thursday, Febru-

ary 13, 2014 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Families of students at the Colonial 

Village Learning Center are welcomed to attend and 

watch a small performance put on by their very own chil-

dren. Refreshments will be served. 

http://www.letsgetready.org/programs/norwalk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NorwalkStudentSP2014
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NorwalkStudentSP2014
mailto:esamuel@norwalkha.org


Students posing in front of the “Terrific Tree”. From left to right: Jaidah 

Jean-Baptise, Jessika Hunter, Ciara Patterson, Sheiley Flores, Alexis 

Flores, Djibril Mangane, Urah As-samad, Ayden Collazo, Elijah Cork 

and Skylaiyah Gill. 

Students at Colonial Village have worked hard in the cre-

ation of the “Terrific Tree”. Students who demonstrate 

exceptional behavior at the learning center are awarded a 

leaf with their names on it and planted onto the Terrific 

Tree. The top students who have been awarded the most 

leaves at the end of the academic school year, will be 

awarded a prize as gratitude for being great students at 

our learning center. We believe that this will help stu-

dents grow to their maximum potential whether it is 

through exceptional academic achievement or developing 

positive decision-making skills that can be useful for the 

rest of their lives. 

For the first part of the school year, Learning Center 

students have had the opportunity to participate in a 

weekly digital photography class.  They have learned 

skills in the art of taking a photo, successfully compos-

ing a photo, and using computer editing software to 

digitally edit their images. As the class comes to a 

close, the photography students have begun working on 

their final project.  During the 4-week long final pro-

ject, students will combine the knowledge they learned 

to create “Fumetti,” or “Photonovella,” style comic 

strips. These comic strips, much like traditional comic 

strips, tell a short story which the students have written 

themselves. However, unlike a classic comic strip, 

these “Fumetti” style comics will use photographs to 

illustrate their story instead of drawings and cartoons.  

Is your child between birth and  

4 years old?  

 Want to know where your little 

one is developmentally?  Want 

to get him/her ready for pre-

school? Looking for ideas of 

activities to do with your child? 

Looking for new ways to have 

FUN with your toddler?  Parents 

are their child’s first and most influential teachers.  

Our Parent Educators will arrive with toys, games, 

free books and snack to engage your little ones in ed-

ucational activities.  Children learn through play.  

Personal visits can take place in your home or other 

designated location.  Please contact Autier Allen 

Craft for more information at acraft@norwalkha.org 

or 203-644-4720. 

Photography Students Begin Final Project 

Colonial Village’s Terrific Tree 
NHA News College Corner 

The 2014 NHF Scholarship Appli-

cation is available at NHA office 

and on NHA website or by email.  
Contact Carla Conway to get on the 

application list so you can learn of 

other scholarships. Phone: 203-838-8471, ext. 176.  

Free help with applications and essays is available at 

NHA’s 20 West Learning Center. Dates to remem-

ber… 

STATE FAFSA Deadline is February 15, 2014.  

The State awards up to $2,000 on a first come basis 

until the funds run out that are income based. 

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE FOR MANY IN-

STATE COLLEGES is February 15.  You may 

need additional applications for various colleges so 

check with the college financial aid department. This 

date is the deadline for UCONN. 

FEDERAL FAFSA Deadline is by Midnight Cen-

tral Time June 30
th

, 2014.  The 2013 Federal Award 

was up to $5,645. The Award is income based.  If you 

receive the State Award, that will be deducted from 

the Federal Award but you may receive more because 

you will have applied early when the funds are not 

depleted.     

FREE FAFSA HELP on COLLEGE GOAL SUN-

DAY AT NCC, January 26, 2014.   

Time: 1:30-4:30; Place: NCC, East Campus, 188 

Richards Avenue. Hands on help with filling out 

your student’s FAFSA Application on NCC comput-

ers.  Bring your 2012 & 2013 tax returns (if done) and 

student’s ID.  FAFSA must be filled out by both 

student & parent. Parents of college-bound students: 

file your 2013 Income Taxes early so your students 

can apply for FAFSA early. $200 Scholarship Draw-

ing will be held. 

mailto:acraft@norwalkha.org

